Auction Item
Hobbits, Pinot Noir and
Adventure: Gold Medal Plates
Journey to Middle Earth – New
Zealand (New this Year!)
Featuring Multi-Juno Award Winner and Grammy Nominee
Ed Robertson of Barenaked Ladies, Multiple MMVA
winner Sam Roberts of the Sam Roberts Band and Singer
Songwriter and Juno Nominee Danny Michel with Canada’s
Premier Wine Expert David Lawrason and Chef de Mission
for Sochi, Olympian and Crazy Canuck Steve Podborski!
Dates: March 26 – April 2, 2015

New Zealand has been on the top of so many
bucket lists for so long that Gold Medal Plates
finally had to create a trip to this magical
country. And oh what a trip this will be!!!
Home to Lord of the Rings, home to some of
the best Sauvignon Blancs and Pinot Noirs
on the planet, home to eye-popping scenery
at every turn and renowned as THE place
for adventure, exploration and rich heritage
experiences. Gold Medal Plates New Zealand
will be eight days and seven nights of pure
fun and enjoyment. Our base will be the
mountain-city of Queenstown, where Bungy
Jumping, the Jet Boat and Skippers Canyon
Mountain Bike Adventure all were born, as
well as where many of the key scenese from
Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit were shot. It
also happens to have one of the most exciting
wine regions in the Southern Hemisphere –
Central Otago – on its doorsteps. Set upon
the shores of the crystal clear Lake Wakatipu,
Queenstown’s stunning scenery is inspiring
and revitalizing, and has become the Southern
Hemisphere’s all season resort-destination city.
Every day will offer grand adventures, with
options including easy to high-adventure
mountain biking, vineyard lunches, hiking,
river rafting, and unique artisanal shopping,
special VIP wine tastings, a visit to the fabled
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Milford Sound, Jet Boating, gold panning,
horseback riding, helicopter tours and Lord
of the Rings tours. Evenings will be spent at
idyllic vineyards, dining at some of the best
restaurants in New Zealand, visiting the oldest
pub in the country for a fireside pint and
stories, one-of-a-kind wine tastings led by Wine
Master David Lawrason and star-gazing in the
Southern skies overlooking Lake Wakatipu
while listening to three of Canada’s premier
multi-award winning artists Ed Robertson, Sam
Roberts and Danny Michel and Olympic stories
by Olympian, Chef de Mission for Sochi and
Crazy Canuck Steve Podborski.
The sophisticated five star Rees Hotel, voted
one of the top five hotels in New Zealand
by Trip Advisor in 2014, is situated right on
the shores of Lake Wakatipu showcasing
breathtaking panoramic lake and alpine views,
is just a gentle walk from Queenstown’s town
centre. The Rees Hotel featuring an award
winning chef who creates exquisite menus
showcasing the spectacular produce available
in Central Otago and an extensive wine cellar,
epitomizes southern hospitality at its finest
and will be your glorious home for the week!
What a week it will be!!! There will be options
for every person’s taste and pace and interest
as you discover the magic of New Zealand!

Your eight-day, seven-night adventure
for two includes:
• Accommodations, including breakfast, at the sophisticated
five star Rees Hotel, situated right on the shores of Lake
Wakatipu located just a gentle walk from Queenstown
town centre. Rees Hotel features an award winning chef,
extensive wine cellar and spa
• Welcome reception where our wine master David
Lawrason will introduce you to wines from the region
• A spectacular concert featuring Multi-Juno Award Winner
and Grammy Nominee Ed Robertson of Barenaked
Ladies, Multiple MMVA winner Sam Roberts of the Sam
Roberts Band and Singer Songwriter and Juno Nominee
Danny Michel
• Off road adventure to explore the rugged, supernatural
landscapes as seen in the epic triology “Lord of The
Rings” followed by a wonderful dinner in the oldest pub
in New Zealand! Along the way we will visit the charming
and quirky town of Arrowtown – a delightful gold rush
village nestled below the beautiful peaks that surround the
sparkling Arrow River.
•

You will be steeped in history when you arrive via yachts
to Walter Peak High Country Farm where you will watch a
sheep dog demonstration, enjoy a dinner in a spectacular
historical Colonial home while hearing Olympic tales
from Chef de Mission for Sochi, Olympian and crazy
Canuck, Steve Podborski!

• You will enjoy a wonderful lunch and tasting of some
amazing pinot noirs at the stunning Gibbston Valley
Winery in David Lawrason’s Part I of the Great Otago
wine trek! And for those who dare – take the epic 134m
Bungy Jump above the stark beauty of the Nevis River –
the highest Bungy in New Zealand!

• David Larwaron’s Great Otago wine trek Part II - you
will enjoy wine tastings at two of New Zealand’s Central
Ogato’s wineries - Mt Difficulty and Surveyor Thomson
- and finish with a grand vineyard dinner and tasting at
Carrick Winery

Optional add-ons (at additional cost):
• Private wine tours with wine master David Lawrason
• Get ready for adventure and choose to participate in
hiking, white water rafting with Ed Robertson, jet boating,
Bungy jumping, golfing and more!
• For those mountain bike enthusiasts you will have the
opportunity to ride the historic and scenic gorge of
Skippers Canyon just outside of Queenstown!
• Take an amazing helicopter tour to Milford Sound and
Kudyard Kipling, known as the Eighth Wonder of the World!

A very special option
David Lawrason has kindly offered to host an optional
four day high-end wine adventure in Marlborough and
Nelson wine districts prior to the start of the Gold Medal
Plates New Zealand Adventure. David will take guests
to the great vineyards of these two world-famous wine
districts for four days of food and wine bliss, using his
connections in the wine industry to experience this area
at a VIP level. Shaping up so far, a seafood and wine
cruise on Marlborough Sound and a visit to Nelson’s
superb art community. Scheduled wineries include
Cloudy Bay, Dog Point, Brancott, Geisen, Neudorf,
Seresin, Clos Henri and Fromm. Separate cost for this
experience will apply. Dates: March 22-26, 2015. Arrive
and depart out of Blenheim Airport, South Island.

Terms and Conditions: ALL SALES ARE FINAL. Flight not included. Meals only as specified above will be included. Transportation to and from property is not included. These
prizes are non-negotiable and not convertible to cash. The prize must be redeemed on the dates specified – no exceptions. The recipient agrees to accept the prizes as is, fully aware
of any and all restrictions. The redemption processes of these live auctions are the sole responsibility of the winners. The recipient will be required to sign a waiver of liability
regarding GMP Services Inc., Gold Medal Plates, Canadian Olympic Foundation and Canadian Olympic Committee and their respective employees and volunteers’ involvement in
offering, sponsoring, hosting or arranging the events or activities described as part of the above package. The recipients agree to these terms and conditions. Please note: Trips are
suitable for those eighteen years of age and older. If you are unable to attend this trip, the trip is transferable to another couple (based on double occupancy) over the age of 18. Gold
Medal Plates a partnership between the Canadian Olympic Committee and GMP Services Inc. TAX RECEIPTS - According to CCRA guidelines items purchased in an auction are
not eligible for a tax receipt. Items deemed priceless (value cannot be determined because of individuals considered celebrities) are not eligible for tax receipts. No tax receipts will
be issued in lieu of your purchase price if you cannot attend

9

